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Whether you’re the technician working in the shop or a driver bringing in a vehicle for
service, be aware of the risks associated in a yard and shop.
Shop floors are concrete and can become very slippery, depending on the finish. Adding fluids to
the surface can make it treacherous. Oil, coolant, transmission fluid, and water from melting snow
can very quickly and easily cause slip injuries. Using the proper floor drying compound or a
squeegee can quickly take care of these issues. Pick up unused tools or air hoses as soon as you’re
done with them to help minimize trip hazards.
If you’re going to climb on or off the equipment, use three points of contact and devices such as
step ladders or other platforms to minimize climbing on parts that aren’t designed to have your foot
placed on them. Climbing onto a tire, for example, is quite common. Make sure it isn’t slippery
where you’re going to step to prevent your feet from sliding off.
Make sure to grab or step on items that can take your weight. If you were to fall backwards and the
only thing you are holding onto is a hose or a wiring harness, it might not be enough to stop you.
Avoid grabbing hot or sharp components.
Doing routine maintenance allows vehicle checks to be made to catch things that might lead to a
fine, an out-of-service violation, or a crash. It’s also better to take care of these problems while the
right equipment is available, rather than trying to fix them on the side of a highway. Deficiencies
can happen while out on the road, so make sure to note them on your vehicle inspection report so
they can be addressed before the equipment goes out again.
If we work together, as a team, issues that can keep you from doing your job safely and efficiently
can be corrected through preventative maintenance.
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