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Government of Alberta

Business supports during the COVID-19 outbreak

Read more...
amta.ca

Education property tax deferral
Education property tax rates will be frozen at last year’s level – reversing the 3.4% population and

inflation increase added in Budget 2020.

Collection of non-residential education property tax for businesses will be deferred for six months.

Municipalities are expected to set education property tax rates as they normally would, but defer

collection.

Deferred amounts will be repaid in future tax years.

 
WCB premium deferral

Small, medium and large private sector employers can defer WCB premium payments until 2021.

For small and medium businesses, the government will cover 50% of the 2020 premium when it is due

in 2021 – saving businesses $350 million.

Large employers will have their 2020 WCB premium payments deferred until 2021, at which time their

premiums will be due. Employers who have already paid WCB premiums in 2020 are eligible for a

rebate or credit.

 
Utility tax deferral

Residential, farm and small commercial customers can defer electricity and natural gas bill payments

for the next 90 days to ensure no one will be cut off, regardless of the service provider.

Other

 Provincial corporate tax payments and installment payments are not required until August 31.

Customers of Alberta credit unions will have options to defer loan payments and boost short-

term cash flow

https://twitter.com/AMTA_ca
https://www.facebook.com/AlbertaMotorTransportAssociation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-motor-transport-association/
https://amta.ca/
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-support-for-employers.aspx


Federal corporate tax payments and installment payments are not required until August 31

(The due date for filing federal income taxes has been pushed back to June 1).

Eligible small businesses can apply for a temporary 10% wage subsidy for 90 days, up to a

maximum of $1,375 per employee and $25,000 per employer. This will be delivered by

reducing income tax remittances to the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).

CRA is suspending audit interactions with businesses for four weeks. Twelve million low-

and modest-income families will receive $5.5 billion through a one-time GST credit. This

will mean payments of roughly $400 for an individual and $600 for couples.
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Improving cash flow:

EDC will provide loans, guarantees and insurance policies for exporters through the Canada

Account, and added flexibility has introduced to increase the size of the Canada Account as

needed.

The federal Work-Sharing program is expanded from 38 to 76 weeks, and processes are

being streamlined to make access to this program easier. Click here for the application.

Increased credit is available to farmers and the agri-food sector through Farm Credit Canada

Tourism operators and SMEs impacted by the sudden shifts in the economy who need

pressing assistance can contact Western Economic Diversification for help with  access to

federal funding, advice and path-finding services to other federal programs and services.

Cutting fixed costs

Read more...

Government of Canada
Improving cash flow

The Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC) and Export Development Canada (EDC)

will be administering the Business Credit Availability Program, which will provide $10 billion of

supports to small and mid-sized businesses.

BDC purcase order financing:

Cover up to 90% of the purchase order amount to ease cash flow to your suppliers.

Residential, farm and small commercial utility customers can defer payments for the next 90 days

without being cut off. Call your utility provider directly to arrange for a 90-day deferral on all

payments.

 

Other continued...

Alberta Treasury Branch is deferring required payments for loans and lines of credits for 90 days, and

making extra working capital available to businesses.

Business members of credit unions should contact their credit union directly to work out a plan for their

personal situation.

Corporate income tax balances and instalment payments will be deferred from March 19 until August

31, 2020 to increase employers’ access to cash so they can pay employees, address debts and continue

operations.

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/03/canadas-covid-19-economic-response-plan-support-for-canadians-and-businesses.html#Support_for_Businesses
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html
https://twitter.com/AMTA_ca
https://www.facebook.com/AlbertaMotorTransportAssociation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-motor-transport-association/
https://amta.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/work-sharing.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/work-sharing/temporary-measures-forestry-sector.html
https://www.fcc-fac.ca/en/covid-19.html
https://www.bdc.ca/en/pages/special-support.aspx
https://www.edc.ca/en/campaign/coronavirus-covid-19.html
https://www.bdc.ca/en/financing/business-loans/pages/purchase-order-financing.aspx
https://www.atb.com/company/news/stories/customer-relief-program
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City of Calgary
Support for the most vulnerable
The City of Calgary (including the Calgary Emergency Management Agency), Alberta Health

Services, United Way of Calgary and Area have established a COVID-19 Community Response Fund

to support community social service agencies. The fund will allow for a collaborative citywide

fundraising effort, which will make it easier for Calgarians to contribute to one, centralized fund and

ensure an effective, coordinated response to support the local community.

Support for employees

Both ENMAX and the City of Calgary  have announced the COVID-19 Relief Program for customers

affected by COVID-19. The program provides access to increased payment flexibility including

installment plans, extending payment dates and/or suspension of collection-related activities on

their ENMAX and City of Calgary municipal services. Further, ENMAX has advised that it has

suspended any disconnection of both electricity and water service for non-payment until further

notice.

City of Edmonton
COVID-19 resource page
The City of Edmonton has a continually updated COVID-19 resource and information page that can

be found here.

Using your business to flatten the curve

The Government of Canada is calling on Canadian manufacturers

and businesses that can assist Canada in meeting the need for

medical supplies (e.g., masks, ventilators, hand sanitizer). Support

for re-tooling, scale-up and other needs is available.

New expedited innovative procurement streams will allow more

businesses to develop solutions and products for COVID-19 as

soon as possible.

 

Cutting fixed costs continued...

Maximum Canada Child Benefit payments will increase by $300 per child. 

Canada Student Loans payments will be deferred interest-free for six months.

The Emergency Care Benefit will provide up to $900 in bi-weekly payments, for up to 15

weeks. This is administered through CRA, and applications will become available in April

2020.

Federal EI benefits allow up to 15 weeks of assistance if a person cannot work due to medical

reasons such as self-isolation or self-quarantine. The one-week waiting period for

Employment Insurance benefits has been waived.

https://twitter.com/AMTA_ca
https://www.facebook.com/AlbertaMotorTransportAssociation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-motor-transport-association/
https://amta.ca/
https://calgaryunitedway.org/Covid-response-fund/
https://www.enmax.com/news-events/news/reliable-service-customer-information
https://newsroom.calgary.ca/covid/
https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/emergency_preparedness/covid-19.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/maintaingrowimprovebusiness/manufacturers-needed.html

