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Mandatory Entry Level 
Training (MELT) 
Transition Drivers 
If you are a transition driver, you may need to take action to 
keep your commercial driver’s licence. 
 

In 2019 and again in January 2020, government advised transition drivers that do not have clean driving records 
by mail that they must pass the MELT tests, within two attempts, by February 28, 2020.   
 

What is a transition driver? 
Drivers who got a Class 1 or Class 2 driver’s licence after government announced MELT on October 10, 2018, 
but before MELT became mandatory on March 1, 2019 are known as transition drivers. 
 
Transition drivers who do not have a clean driving record have to pass the MELT knowledge and road tests to 
show they meet MELT standards. A clean driving record is defined as: 
 

 No high-risk driving offences within the last 10 years. A high-risk driving offence is one that has incurred  
6 or 7 demerits.  

 No driving-related suspensions within the last 10 years. This does not include the 24-hour suspension 
and the 3 day Immediate Roadside Suspension.   

 No demerit points accumulated since getting their Class 1 or Class 2 licence.   
 
Transition drivers who do not have a clean driving record are to consider the decision and deadline final as no 
exceptions will be made. 
 
The remaining transition drivers that have clean driving records are subject to a probationary period that ends 2 
years from the date their licence was issued. During their probationary period, any transition drivers who receive 
any demerits, driver’s licence suspensions, cancellations or any serious violations, will have to pass the MELT 
knowledge and road tests within 90 days of receiving notice from the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, in order to 
retain their commercial licence. 
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What to do if you are a transition driver without a clean driving record 
 

1) Take your MELT knowledge test at any registry in Alberta. You don’t need to book ahead of time. You will 
have two chances to pass the knowledge test. The Government of Alberta will pay for your first 
knowledge test. You will be responsible for the cost of a second attempt. 
 

2) Once you’ve passed the MELT knowledge test, take your MELT road test. You can book your road test 
in-person at any registry or online https://www.alberta.ca/drivers-road-test.aspx. You will have two 
chances to pass the road test. The Government of Alberta will pay for your first road test. You will be 
responsible for the cost of a second attempt and all other testing expenses for both attempts, including 
the commercial vehicle rental. 

 
Note: Class 1 and Class 2 road test appointments are filling up fast.  To ensure you are able to take your 
Class 1 or Class 2 MELT road test by February 28, 2020, you need to book your road test appointment 
right away. 

 

If you fail the second attempt at either the MELT knowledge or road test, you will lose your Class 1 or Class 2 
driver’s licence immediately and your driver’s licence will be downgraded to the class of licence you held 
previously, such as a Class 5 driver’s licence. You will no longer be authorized to drive Class 1 or Class 2 
vehicles. You must go to a registry to get a new driver’s licence card that reflects your downgraded licence class. 
If you want to get a Class 1 or Class 2 driver’s licence in the future, you must take MELT training at a licensed 
driver training school and pass the MELT knowledge and road tests. 
 
General information on the MELT Program and the MELT curriculums are available online at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/mandatory-entry-level-training-for-class-1-and-2-drivers-licences.aspx . If you have 
questions you can contact transitiondrivers@gov.ab.ca. 
 
 


